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Introduction

This HOWTO explains how to setup and participate in a discussion board
using the blackboard system.

A discussion board allows you to have a threaded discussion. Normally,
someone posts a topic and people then respond to that topic.

Topics are organized via forums. Forums are broad categories of questions.

For example, if you are teaching health and physical education, you might
have a discussion board. One of your students might post a question about
proper ways to stretch when it is very cold outside.

You might reply, and other students might choose to reply as well. Some
students might reply to your reply, asking some clarification questions.

The advantage? Your answer is visible for all to see, and can be seen again
by other members of the class at a later date. The students are having a
virtual discussion.

Here's an example...
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HOWTO

1) Login in
2) Click on control panel
3) In the course tools section, click on discussion boards

Have an Account? Login Here. Courses | wals paomic fcoursEe TooLs

Course Calendar

Your Blackboard username is your LOURSES > TECHNOLOGY_INTEGRATION Tasks
Hunter E-mail login, &.g.; jsmith = A g al
' end E-mail Digital Drop Box

B Announceme == =
e

USERNAME: - 4
| Course Information
b ‘ ViEWTODAY |V
| Staff Information

FASSWORD .

P .
| Course Documents

Login ) " Assignments

Welcome!
Welcame to B

‘Communication

External Links We will focus
professional d
Tools

Resources Please feel fre
_ Coursomap | I have an oper
T around. My er

Your discussion board is organized by forums. Each forum is a broad category of
topics.

Courses

COURSES > TECHNOLO®Y INTEGRATION > CONTROL PANEL > DISCUSSION BOARD

i7; Discussion Board

Add Forum

Computers 101
Go ahead. Ask. Every question wil be treated with respect and consideration. [ 2 Messages |

LAl New ]

How can | use?
Want to use technology but dont know how? post your question herel [ Mo Messages |
Great Learning Site!
Found a good leaming site? Past it here! [ Mo Messages ]

What can | do better??

“What can | do better here at HCHS? [ Mo Messages ]



To add a forum, click the Add Forum button.

|j]: Add Forum |

Type in a title and a description of the forum.

COURSES » TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION * CONTROL PAMEL = DISCUSSION BOARD = ADD FORUM

[, Add Forum

Title:

Description:

@ Smart Text O Plain Text OHTML

You can choose your forum settings. | suggest you use these settings:

Forum Settings:
Ll Allowe anonymous posts

(] Allowe author to edit message after posting

[#] &llow file attachments
[“] Allowe new threads

At the bottom of the page, you can block, unblock, and set administrative rights for your
forums. you can usually leave this alone.

Forum User Settings:
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Borenstein, lisa (lborenst)

Bovle, Gregary K. (ghoyle)
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Cedars, Stephen (scedars)
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Once you have set your options, simply click the Cancel )  Submit ) submit button.




To start adding a thread, simply click on the name of your
forum:

Click Here
F | Test

This is a test fi for help all you falks learn how to use our forums!

Click on the add new thread button.

COURSES » TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION » CONTROL PANEL = DISCUSSION BOARD » TEST FORUM

[
i ; Test Forum
To start a discussion thread, use the Add New Thread button below.
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Create New Message

Create New Message

Current Forum: Test Forum
Date: Wed Now 1 2006 9:26 am
Author: Mayadas, Carolyn

Subject:

Message:

Note the options under the message:

Options: & Srart Text O Plain Text O HTML

Attachment: Browse. .

Preview )

Cancel )

Submit )




You can normally keep the Option set on Smart Text.

If you want to add an attachment, simply click the button, and attach a file.



Reading messages:

Click the title of the message

SHOW OPTIONS

= I'tn confused Fink, Emily Tue Sep 19 2008 10:51 am
Re: I'm confused Mackenty, Bill Wed Sep 20 2006 2:55 am

[ Clirk Hara for Archives 1

Note messages have time and date stamps.

If you click the  stow ormons tab, you will see a group of friendly little icons
show up.
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[0 = I'm confused Fink, Emily Tue Sep 19
L Re: I'm confused Mackenty, Hill Wed Sep 20

[ Click Here for Archives |

These are icons to help you read, lock and remove messages. Note some of these options
are only available for administrators.



Replying to messages:

Click the title of the message, and note the reply button.
Simply click reply, and you are all set! .
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CIPast message as Anomymaous

Attachment:

If you scroll down, you can see the message you are replying to:

The Message To Which You Are Responding

Current Forum: Computers 101

Date: Tue Sep 19 2006 10:51 am

Author: Fink, Emily <efink@&hunter.cuny. edu=
Subject: I'm confused

.urm, how does this stuff work?



